
THE SPANISH JUDICIAL SYSTEM 
 
The Courts dealing in Spain with disputes related to national and international contracts of 
carriage by any mode for transportation are: 
 

1. Juzgados de lo Mercantil (Commercial Courts) 
2. Audiencias Provinciales (Courts of Appeals) 
3. Tribunales Superiores de Justicia (Superior Justice Courts) 
4. Tribunal Supremo (Supreme Court) 

 
 
It should be noted that the Juzgados de Primera Instancia (and not the Juzgados de lo 
Mercantil) are the courts entrusted in Spain with the enforcement and recognition of foreign 
decisions, including those pertaining to commercial transport law. 
 
 

TRIBUNAL SUPREMO (Supreme Court) 

The Tribunal Supremo is the highest court in Spain dealing with transportation law litigation. It is 
made up of several chambers. The one dealing with commercial transportation is the 1st 
Chamber (Civil Chamber). It basically hears on final appeals from decisions of the Audiencias 
Provinciales based on substantive law issues and only under certain circumstances (Recurso 
de Casación). 
 
 
 

TRIBUNALES SUPERIORES DE JUSTICIA (Superior Justice Courts) 

The Tribunales Superiores de Justicia (Superior Justice Courts - Civil Chambers) hear on final 
appeals from decisions of the Audiencias Provinciales based on procedural law issues (Recurso 
Extraordinario por Infracción Procesal). There is one Superior Justice Court in each Spanish 
Autonomous Community. 
 
 
 

AUDIENCIAS PROVINCIALES (Court of Appeal) 

The Audiencias Provinciales are Court of Appeals. There is one Court of Appeal in each 
Spanish province. They hear appeals (Recursos de Apelación) from decisions taken by 
Commercial Courts within their provincial jurisdiction. 
 
 
 

JUZGADOS DE LO MERCANTIL (Commercial Court) 

The Juzgados de lo Mercantil are first instance courts. They were created recently (1 
September 2004) to deal, among other commercial law issues, with disputes related to the 
commercial law of transportation. There are at least one Commercial Court (or “acting” 
Commercial Court) per province. Before Commercial Courts were set up, commercial 
transportation litigation was lodged before the jurisdiction of the “Juzgados de Primera 
Instancia” (First Instance Courts). 
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