THE HUNGARIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM

(A) COURTS OF ORDINARY JURISDICTION

The Hungarian ordinary jurisdiction system comprises the following four levels:

the Supreme Court,

Regional Courts of Appeal,

County Courts (including the Municipal Court of Budapest) and
Local Courts.

Supreme Court (Legfelsébb Birésdg)

The main functions of the Supreme Court are:
e to ensure the uniform application of law;
e to hear appeals in certain cases; and

e to examine applications for the review of final judgements as extraordinary remedy. In case of
extraordinary remedy the Supreme Court examines applications because of alleged violations of
the law by a final Court decision (i.e. the decision is contrary to law).
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Regional Courts of Appeal

The Regional Courts of Appeal hear appeals against decisions of the Local and County Courts. There are
five Courts of Appeal in Hungary: Budapest, Szeged, Pécs, Debrecen and Gydér. The Court of Appeal re-
examines the facts of the case and reaches its own conclusions. In most cases it is possible to contest

the decision by appealing in cassation to the Supreme Court.

County Courts (and the Municipal Court of Budapest)

Appeals against decisions of the Local Courts may be submitted to
the County Courts (and the Municipal Court of Budapest), which thus
function mainly as appellate courts.

In cases specified by law (e.qg. in civil cases with a minimum value of
HUF 5 million (€ 20.000), intellectual property cases and criminal
cases with a sentence of up to life imprisonment) they have first
instance jurisdiction

The territorial competence of the Local and Country Courts is
determined by, and identical with, the areas of public administration

Local Courts

First instance jurisdiction in most matters (civil,
commercial and criminal) rests with the Local Courts. The
territorial competence of the Local and Country Courts is
determined by, and identical with, the areas of public
administration

(B) COURTS OF SPECIAL JURISDICTION

Labour courts

Hungary has special tribunals only for labour disputes, i.e. disputes regarding employment relationships
and legal relationships having the nature of an employment relationship.




(c) THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

The Constitutional Court is not part of the ordinary judicial system. It was established in order, among
other matters, to establish the rule of law, to protect constitutional order and basic freedoms guaranteed
by the Constitution. Its members are elected by the Parliament.

Its competence includes

- posterior (ex post) control of unconstitutionality of legal rules,

- preventive (ex ante) control of unconstitutionality of statutes adopted by the Parliament but not yet
signed by the President of the Republic and not yet promulgated and unconstitutionality of rules of
international treaties,

- examination of conformity of legal rules with international treaties,

- review of constitutional complaints submitted because of violation of rights guaranteed by the
Constitution,

- elimination of unconstitutional omission to legislate,
- interpretation of the rules of the Constitution.
Anyone has standing to initiate posterior control of unconstitutionality of legal rules and elimination of

unconstitutional omission to legislate. Review constitutional complaints can be initiated by anyone whose
rights has been violated by the application of an unconstitutional legal rule.

Websites with information on Hungarian law include: http://www.lb.hu/english/birsyseng.html; and the
Constitutional Court: www.mkab.hu




